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in the Midland concession; and T cannot
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see any reason, when we have seven times

the Midland area of Government land
available, why seftlers should be
compelled to pay an increased rate in
order to acquire the Midland Company’s
land and to satisfy the greed of the
shareholders of the Midland Railway
Company. At the same time I appreciate
the Premier’s position. With the option
falling due on the 30th June, I can
readily understand that, if he had not
made some promise with regard to the
matter, members of this Chamber would
not have had an opportunity of dealing
with the matter and settling it for

themnselves. L. appreciate the position
in which the FPremier has been
placed, and I hope that the House

will’ discuss the matter in no party
fashion, but upon its merits, and that
party prejudices shall not be allowed to
come into the question. I believe if this
is done that the Midland Company's con-
cession will not be bought, at any rate at
the price which has been asked by the
compavy. I cannot see, when we have
proposals to deal with the land under a
land tax, that this land is likely to
lie idle for any great length of time;
and if the company sell the land and it
becomes available for selectors, and is
settled and worked, I do not think we
should ask for very much more than that.
In conclusion, I say I appreciate the
honest efforts Ministers have put forward
to carry out legislation, and the ability
they have shown in the administration of
their various departments. They have
done excellent work in the face of
many difficulties which have beset them
and which I do wnot think have beset
many previous Governments; and I
think they have carried on the work
very creditably, Whilst I do not agree
with all the propesals the Premier has
brought forward, yet at the same time I
think all sections of the House must
give them credit for the way they have
administered their departwments, in spite
" of assertions made by certain membersin
their eonstituencies very recently who
are very prone to interjection to-day. I
gincerely trust that i the coming session

Notice of Amendment. 15
will be placed on the statute-book of the
State, whether by the present Government
or by my honourable friends opposite,

. T bhave much pleasure in seconding the
_ motion which has been moved.

those measures which have been fore-

shadowed will receive earnest altention,
that much good will result from their
consideration by this House, and that they

AMENDMENT TO ADDRESS, NOTICE GIVEN.

Me. C. H. RASON (Guildford) : I beg
to move the adjournment, of the debate;
and following the customary procedure, I
give notice to oty friends opposite that
when the debate is resumed I shall move
an amendment to the Address-in-Reply,
in terms of which I have given my friend
the Premier a copy, to this effect :—

Weo regret, however, that your present

advisers do not enjoy the confidence of a
majority of the members of this House.

Motion for adjournment passed; the
debate adjourned.
ADJOURNMENT.
Tae PREMIER moved: That the

House at its rising do adjourn until
330 p.m. on the next Tuesday.

Question passed.

The House adjourned at seven minutes
past 4 o’clock, until the next Tuesday.

Legrslative @ouncil,
Tuesday, 11th July, 1905,
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Tee ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon.
H. Briggs) took the Chair at 430 o’clock

p-m.

PrAYERS.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by ithe Coroniar SeceE-
rary (Hon. J. M. Drew), leave of absence
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for three months granted to the President
{Hon. Sir G.. Shenton}, on the ground of
urgent private business.

RETURN—ROYAL COMMISSIONS, COST.

Hon., R. F. SHOLL moved that a
return be laid on the table, showing—
1, The number of Royal (Jommissions
appointed by the State Governmnent since
the 30th June, 1904. 2, The names of
Commissioners appointed thereto. 3, The
amount of remuneration paid to each
Commissioner to date, and balunce owing,
if any. 4, The number of days the Com.
missioners were engaged at the work, and
the number of hours of each sitting. s,
The total cost to the State of same. 6,
What Commissions are still in existence,
and how long it is estimated it will take
to complete the work for which they were
appointed, and at what additional cost.
In these times of small majorities, de-
ficits, and the need for economical man-
agement, it would be well to have the
cost of Royal Commissions placed before
the House and the country.

Question passed.

RETURN—_MIDLAND RAILWAY AND
LANDS PURCHASE.

Hox. W. KINGSMILL meved that
there be laid upon the table of the House
the full report of the gentlemen appointed
to act as a board of inguiry into the
extent and value of the railway und lands
belonging to the Midland Railway Com-
pany of Western Australia.

Hon. W. T. LOTON seconded.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. J. M. Drew) expressed a hope that
the mover would not press the motion at
the present time. He could not fully
enter into the reasouns for this delay, but

in the opinion of the Government it would

not be in the best interests of the country
to produce this information at the present

[COUNCIL.]

" Roads Act,

stage. Of course members would under- .

stand that before the House was asked to
consider the purchase of the Midiand
Railway and lands, all papers reluting
thereto would be laid on the table. It
would be nowise at the present time to
give publicity to these reports, and he
trusted the motion would be withdrawn
or postponed.

Hox. W. KINGSMILL could not help
feeling regret that the Minister objected

Papers.

to produce this information. While not
intending to press the motion, he would
not vonsent to withdraw it; but if the
Minister wished to have it postponed, he
or some gther member could move to that
effect. The sooner this House was seized
of all the facts in velation to the proposed
expenditure of one and a-balf millions of
money in the purchase of this property
on behalf of the State, the better it would
be for all parties concerned ; not only for
this House, but for the country and the
Government in power,

Hown. J. W. HACKETT moved that
the debate be adjourned for one week.

THe CoroniaL Secreraey: All the
papers would be laid on the table before
the matter came on for discussion.

Motion for adjournment passed, and
the debate adjourned.

PAPERS PRESENTED,

Papers formally presented by the
Covontarn SEcRETARY were:— [, Regula-
tiong under “The Stock Diseases Act,
1895." 2, Western Australian Govern-
ment Railways—By-law No, 33, Parcels
Traffic. 3, Copies of Orders in Council
authorising certain Transfers under * The
Aundit Act, 1904” (Sestion 35). 4,
Regulations under ‘* The Factories Act,
1904.” 5, Regulations under ** The Early
Closing Act, 1902 6, Report of the
Superintendentof the Government Labour
Bureau for the year 1904. 7, Report of
proceedings of the Conference between
the Commonwealth and State Ministers
at Hobart, February, 1905. 8, Regula-
ticos under '“The Land Act, 18987—
Timber Tramways, Residential Leases,
Kurnalpi State Forest, Mallet Bark,
Bridgetown Common, Carparvon Comn-
mon By-laws. ¢, The Cemeleries Act—
By-laws of Moora Public Cemetery. 10,
Regulations under '“The Agriculiural
Lands Purchase Act, 1896." 11, *“The
1902, and “Purks and
Reserves Acl, 1895” —By-laws Forrest
Park. 12, “The Land Act, 1898, and
“The Land Act Amendment Aect, 19027
— Permission to construct Timber Tran-
ways to (a.) Kalpoorlie and Boulder
Firewood Company Limited, {(b.) Wes.
tralia Timber and Firewood Company
Limited, (c.} Sons of Gwalia Gold
Mining Company Limited. 13, “The
Permanent Reserves Act, 1899 —Altera-
tion of Reserves classified “ B.”



Regulations :

REGULATIONS UNDER WOREERS COM-
PENSATION ACT—MOTION TO DISALLOY.
Included in the foregoing batch of

papers was a copy of regulations (amend-

ments) made uander the Workers’

Compensation Act.

Hown. M. L. MOSS said: Before papers
were laid on the table they should be the
subject of a motion, and should not be
laid on the table of the House without a
resolution of the House. In the present
instance he desired, under Section 11 of

[1T Jury, 1905.]

Mation to disallow.
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wag caused while carrying out his duties,
notwithstanding it was impossible to
prove negligence against a master and
notwithstanding that the injury or death
resulted not from the earrying out of an
order of a person exercising superintend.
ence, but by & mere accident, compensation
was payable, in the case of death of £400,
or in the case of total or partial incapacity
by a weekly payment so that the ageregate
amount awarded under the Act should

- not exceed £300. In the second schedule

the Interpretation Act, to move that this .

Houge of Parliament disallow the new

stances he asked that a formal motion
be made in relation to the particular
paper, so that he might have oppor-
tunity to move an amendment.

Tag COLONTAL SECRETARY

regulations made under the Workers’ Com- | they form part of the statute.

pensation Act. Therefore in these cireum-

of the Workers’ Compensation Act a
number of conditions were set forth, and
No. 5
was this:—

Where a worker hag given notice of an acci-

. dent, or is entitled to weekly payments under

formally moved that the new Regulations .
under the Workers' Compensation Act be ,

laid on the table.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West): In accord-
ance with Section 11 of the Interpretation
Act, I desire to move an amendment to
the effect that the Legislative Council
disallow these regulations. In moving

the amendment, I shall have no objection |
to facilitate the Minister in getting an !

adjournment of the debate, so that he
may confer with his colleagues as to the
course the Government propose to adopt
in regard to this matter. In 1902 an
Act was passed known as the Workers’
Compensation Act, and it is a statute
which has been very largely availed of by
workers throughout the State.
indeed upon employers of labour a new
responsibility. Up to the time of the
Workers’ Compensation Act becoming law,

It cast |

no person could become answoerable for |

damages for an injury sustained by a
worker ewmployed by him unless that
injury arose, either through the master
employing an incompetent servant or
defective machinery, or through the werk-
man conforming to an order given by a
person exercising superintendence. In
fact, the last responsibility was only con-
ferred by the Employers’ Liability Act
which came into force in 1894; but in
1902 a great advance was made; for any
workman injured in connection with work
arising out of, or in the course of, his

employmeunt, or any worker whose death |

this Act, he shall, if so required by the em-

. ployer, or by any person by whom the employer

is entitled under this Act to be indemnified,
from time to time submit himeelf for examina-
tion by a duly qualified medieal practi-
tioner provided and paid by the employer or
such person: Provided that if the worker
objects €0 an ezamination by that medical
practitioner, or is dissatisfied with the certifi-
cate of such practitioner as to his condition
when communicated to him, he may submit
himself for examination to cne of the medical
practitioners appointed by the Governor for
the purposes of this Act, and the certificate of
that wedical practitioner aa to the condition
of the worker ab the time of the examination
shall be given to the employer and worker,
and shall be conclusive evidence of that con-
dition.

I want to say al once, before informing
the House as to the objection I have
to these regulations—and I think hon.
members will agree with me that they
are highly objectionable—that from the

-passing of this Act to the 3rd of March

of this year the power vested in the
Governor under this condition I have
just read was mnever sought to be
enforced, and it was left in every case to
tbe applieant for compensation to pro-
duce his evidence in support of his claim,
leaving it to the master to bring evidence
of a contrary character if he were able to
do so, and it was then left for the magis-
trate or assessors to decide on the evi-
dence whether there was such an injury
as produced total or partial incapacity
for work. T find I have given the wrong
date. It was not March, but the 16th
June; and I really do not object to all of
these regulations. It is the regulation of
the 16th June to which I ohject. One of
the things that I strongly object to is not
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actually appearing in these regulations;
but pursuant to them certain appoint.
ments were made—Dr. Anderson in Fre-
mantle, and Dr. Haynes in Perth. These
appointments were mnot for particular
districts, but these medical referees bad
jurisdiction throughout the State, and
we have had an experience at Fremantle
where one referee was not appealed to as
referee but as a private practitioner, and
found that the worker was malingering
and was not entitled to compensation.
This worker afterwards went to Dr.
Haynes and got a certificate that there
was partial Incapacity. Personally I
strongly object to appointments of private
practitioners to positions of this kind.
The provision in this Act is similar to
the provision in the Eunglish Act, and
in England they never would attempt
to put into practically a judicial position
4 person carrying on a private practice.
If it were thought necessary to make
these regulations, most undoubtedly the
Government should have appointed cither
the president of the Health Board or Dr.
Lovegrove, or in Fremantle gentlemen
occupying similar positions, and also at
Kalgoorlie, instead of appointing private
practitioners. Tt is obvious thut we may
have these gentlemen giving certificates
as conclusive evidence of condition, to
their own patients. It seems to be on a
par with employing a legal practitioner
to give a certificate which should be con-
clusive in a court of law as to the right
of a person to recover ; and in my opinion
it is exceedingly bad. I object to that
particular portion of these regulations.
Under the regulations every medical
referee shall be entitled to act as a
medical referee in any part of the State.
TUufortunaiely by wy amendment, while
objecting to these appointments, I canoot
deal with them. Tbey are not made by
regulations. They are made in the same
way as any public appointment, being
made by the HExecutive Council and
published in the Gowvernment Gazefle.
Therefore to enable me to object to these
appointments I am bound to attack these
regulations. The part of the regulations
that I mostly object to at the present
time is that these medical referees are
entitled to act as medical referees in any
part of the State. In my opinion a
wrong policy has been adopted altogether.
Quite sufficient burdens are cast upon

[COUNCIL.]

I

Motion to disnllow.

employers of labour in this State without
the experience such as we had at Fre.
mantle the other day in the case to
which I have alluded. I have no desire
to give names, but that sort of thing
is going to oceur elsewhere, we may
depend upon it. This Act since 1892 has
worked satisfactorily, I think, without the
power in Section 5 having been exercised ;
and the magisirates and assessors have
been called upon to decide cases on the
evidence, and not in the wmethod they
will be called upon to do under these
regulations, which in my optnion press
unduly on every employer of labour in
the State; and Parliament should step
in and perhaps take the somewhat drastic
step I ask them to take in disallowing
the regulations. Tn these regulations
there is a good provision to the effect
that the Local Court, in exercising juris-
diction under this Workers’ Compensa-
tion Act, may require an injured worker
to sabmit himself to an examination by
a medical referee. I believe this is a
good provision, provided the medical
referee is not in private practice and is
absolutely beyond any chance of the
worker baving at any time 'been his
patient. I bave no desire to make any
personal attack upon the gentlemen the
(Government have sought fit to appoint.
I wish to credit the Government with the
best intentions with regard to these
appointments ; and I have no desire to
cast the slightest aspersions against the
gentlemen who gave the certificate in the
case to which I alluded, where one
gentleman suid the man was malingering,
and on the other band the other said
there was incapacity and that the man
could not work. I desire to attack on
other grounds. The regulations are
entirely unnecessary. If medical referees
are to be appointed, the Government
bave no right to appoint men in private
practice. They should appoint men in
the Government employ. Captain Laurie
will bear me out in what I have said in
regard to the instance we had at Fre.
mantle. I take this course with the idea
of preventing injustice in the future, and
of taking good care that if the employers
of labour are to be obliged to pay com-
pensation under this Act they should be
only called on to pay it after a fair trial
that is subject to open daylight. To go

' to one of these medical referees who
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cannot be subject to any cross.examina-
tion, and to procure a certificate which is
to be conclusive evidence of condition
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! tion ; whilst on the other hand we have

and probably given by a practitioner who

may have attended to the injuries, is
manifestly wrong in my opinion ; and the
policy of appointing persons in private
practica is opposed, in my idea, to the
best interests of the State. I therefore
move an amendment :—

That the Regulations published in the
Government Gazette on the 16th June, 1905, be
digallowed.

On motion by Hon. J. A. THOMsON, de-
bate adjourned until the next Thursday.

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY.
BECOND DAY OF DEBATE.

Resumed from the previous Thursday.
Hon. W. MALEY (South.-East): It

- was not placed before the public.

them only too ready to farther the con-
glruction of a railway from Port Hedland
to Nullagine on the private.-enterprise
prineciple. I regret very much as regards
this question of the purchase of the Mid-
land Railway thai some earlier intima-
tion of the intentions of the Government
I

" believe the offer has been lying at the

office in the hands of the Government for
many months. But it is only within the
past few weeks that we have had any
absolute information that the Govern-
ment were gseriously entertaining the
proposal. As members of Parliament,
during the recess we might bhave made
excursions into this country and have

. ascertained for ourselves the character

: and value of the lands there.

has been gleaned by members that I have
accepted very heavy responsibility in -

taking the floor on this occasion.
is no gquestion that, on reading the Speech
of His Excellency the Governor carefully,
1t 18 somewhat involved in its terms, and
the principle underlying the
seems to be greatly obscured. We have
a declaration that there is a deficit, and
this deficit seems to me to be causing the
Government some considerable incon-
venience: then, in order tb secure funds
for carrying on the work of this country,
it is decided first of all -that economy
tnust be practised, as I think it has been
practised for a very long time; also that
fresh taxation should beimposed. These
issues would suggest that the mark-time
policy was the policy for the present
moment; but we find that the Govern-
ment do not at present intend to mark
time. We find they have a Loan Bill
coming forward, and that Loan Bill will
provide for the inauguration of certain
public works, the particnlars of which
will no doubt follow, to develop the
industries of the BState. It is also
proposed to purchase the Midland
Railway at a cost of £1,500,000, to
proceed farther with the extension of the
Narrogin Railway, to take steps regard-
ing the construction of the Port Hedland
to Nullagine Railway by private enter-
prise, and to provide for the construction
of a sewerage system for Perth. 'We have
in fact the Government on the one hand
determined to purchase a railway, and so
get rid of private enterprise in that direc-

There -

Speech

But, on
the ather hand—TI am speaking from per-
gonal experience—I have been down to
the Warren River on the south coast, and
to Denmark and other places, where, it
appears, the Government have no present
intention of constructing any public
works, Therefore, T think that I at least
have some little grievance, personal griev-
ance, against the Government for having
s¢ much of my time taken up in inspect-
ing lands in this State for which it is

. proposed to do nothing, while 1 have not

had the opportunity of inspecting that
great estate between here and Geraldton
for which the Government propose to do
so muach. T would like to compare for a
moment the Midland Railway with the
Great Southern. On the one hand we
bave the purchase of a railway made at
the psychological moment when the pur-
chase of that railway was not only advis-
able in the interests of land settlement,
but was also necessary in the general
interests of miniug and of the State.
Remember that at that time Albany was
practically the only port. Our mails
reached there. All the machinery for the
Golden Mile was railed from Albany to
its destination. There was goods traffic
of such a nature that it made the railway
pay almost from the start. The railway
was practically a losing proposition until

. the goldfields broke out, and it was the

carrying of that traffic which made it
pay, not only by the amount of machinery
carried over that railway, but the crowds
of passengers by the trainz gave addi-

. tional revenue; and in fact gave a fillip
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not ouly to the revenue, but to land
setilement. I have no doubt that to
direct inspection of the land on the way
to the goldfields, or the information
received from friends who travelled that
line, much settlement, indeed the greater
portion of the settlement of the Great
Southern line, was due. That settle-
ment was due to the immense pas-
senger traffic carried by the railway in
those days. And I would say, if there
were such a prospect facing us in regard
to the Midland Railway, no one in this
House would be more ready than myself
to see the purchase of the railway at one
million and a-half; but I see no such
hopes. Only recently we had the fact
brought prominently forward that there
was & competing factor in respect to this
railway. It must be understood, and no
doubt it is, that in the case of a railway
connecting two ports such as Fremantle
and Geraldton, the traffic involved would
not be a very great matter. In any case,
our ports are feeders to the country, and
from the country they carry our products.
The railways carry our products to the
coast and our imports to the producer in
the interior. But this railway, although
it serves that purpose to some extent,
has, as far as the northern communica-

tion is concerned, a decided competitor .
We have had the

in the waterway.
“ Julia, Percy " competing 1 believe with
the Midland Railway, and while we have
the “Julia Percy” to-.day, 1 have no
doubt that at a later period we shall
have such competitors as the “ Kyarra”
and “ Kanowna” plying along that
northern coast, and so taking some of
the heavier traffic and some of the pas.
senger traffic. With regard to the land
settlement, there is no doubt that it is
getting somewhat slack in Western Aus-
tralia. The Minister shakes his head;

but if we are to believe a very high

authority in the FEastern States, Sir
Jenkin Coles, the Speaker in South
Australia, the South Australians are not
quite satisfied with something in West
Auvstralia, and they are returning to South
Australia. Although I do not think it has
quite come o that pass, I recognise that
the Eustern States have already been
thoroughly canvassed for settlers. Those
States bave been ezploited to » large
extent. We have had a lecturer there;
we have done our best to get settlement

[COUNCIL.]

Seeond doy.

on the Great Sonthern, and whether or
not we have all the settlers available for
some time, I cannot say; but it appears
to me we have to exercise great caution
before wa open up a large tract of coun-
try for settlement in another patt of the
State, for the reason first of all that we
have drawn very heavily on the Eastern
States, and for another reason that many
of the settlers on the Great Southern
have their hands full at the present
moment. If those settlers who are at a
distance from the railway, who have hoped
and believed that a railway will be con-
structed 30 miles east and west of the
line, are to be informed that the Midland
Railway is to be purchased, and the pro-
posed spur lines east and west of the
(reat Southern are not to be constructed
for some time, it is just a question
whether they will not be only too ready
to forsake their holdings and either return
to the Eastern States or seek some other
occupation or some other country to settle
in. [How. J. W. Hacgerr: Go to the
Midland.] It may be good policy
to accept the advice of ome or two
members, to transfer portion. of one
part of the State to the other; but
for my wpart, when I see a man
who has expended the bulk of his capital
and several years of his labour in a given
part of the State, I think it cruelty to
enter upon auny State enterprise that
would take from him his livelihood or
cause him any serious loss, such as he
would have to incur by moving from one
part of the State to the other. Then
again, I would say that wheat-growing
in Western Australia bas passed the best
of its time as far as the markets on the
Eastern Goldfields are concerned. While
the Great Southern settlers are able to
sell their hay at something like an aver-
age of £35 or £6 a ton, I do not ‘see any
prospect of settlers on the Midland
Railway doing anything of the kind.
We are already commencing to export
wheat, and although I hope to see the
exporting of wheat go .ahead by leaps

.. and bounds, still I am not in favour of

expending so large a sum as a million
and a-half of money in the prosecution
of an industry such as growing wheat, of
which we are importing very little, while
there are other industries languishing in
regard to which weareimporiing toa very
large extent, as we are in dairy produce,
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of which we hnport something like three- | chasing the Midland Railway when the-

guarters of a millon’s worth per annum.
I am satisfied, from what T know of the
country between Perth and Geraldton,
that there is but a comparatively small
area suitable for intemse cultivation and
for dairy farming. [MsmBER: I thought
you said it was suitable.] No. Isaid I
had been unable te go over the country ;
and I will not have thrust down my
throat words that I did not utter. I was
unable to go through that country during
the recess. The hon. member will pre-
sently have a chanmce of speaking. As
regards conveniences, we already enjoy
all the convepiences which that railway
affords; and I consider it very unwise to
cripple our borrowing powers by pur-
chasing the line, seeing that its purchase
will not afford us any convenience addi-
tional to that already possessed by the
settlers along the line and the people of
Geraldton.
now have a Minister for Agriculture
{(Hon. J. M. Drew); and if, instead of
spending this million and a-half on the
railway, we were to spend half a million
in establishing the dairying industry in
this State, we should do a lasting good,
and should open up avenues for the
employment of an immense smount of
labour. And I say, moreover, that some-
thing must be done to keep on the land
- the present settlers along the Great
Southern Railway. It may be news to
hon. members that, owing to the ex-
tremely wet season in the Kojonup
district, it has this year been found
almost impracticable to place any large
area under crop.  There 15 a country ad-
mirably sunited for dairy farming; and
from Kojonup to the coast and along the
coast from Albany to Bridgetown are
large areas which should be brought
into cultivation at the earliest pos-
sible moment, yielding as they would
enormous supplies of dairy produce,
for the want of which this country
is at a great disadvantage; and yielding,
as they would, buge quantities of timber,
for which a ready market could be
secured, In purchasing the Midland
Railway, if it is to be purchased, I have
no belief in options. I always consider
that if one buys land or other property,

|

I am pleased to see that we .

and first gets an option of purchase, one :

must pay a very high price for the

' speak very briefly this afternoon.

proper time arrives ; but with the bumper
seasons we have been enjoying and with
the prospects abead, I think this is not
the proper time to buy that line. If the
railway is to be bought, there are more
ways ithan one of buring it. It is well
known that in a company of which the
capital is divided into a large number of
ghares, the share.dealer and the share-
holder are the people to be considered.
And in considering those gentlemen I
say that we should buy as cheaply as
possible. To buy direct from the com-
pany is to play right into the bhands of
the share dealers, who know how to
manipulate the shares on the TLondon
warket. If one and a-half millions is to
be paid for the Midland Railway, I have
no doubt that the purchase will some
day be justified; but to-day I cannot
approve of the transaction, because in
my opinion it is not to be compared with
the other projects ahead of us to which
we can put our hands; projects which
would give an immediate return, and
which would employ considerable labour,
Not one day’s work for any working man
will this immense contemplated expendi-
ture of one and a-half millions provide;
and as an advocate for the workers of the
State, T say it is our bounden duty to
employ cur capifal so that it will absorb
the labour of the country and induce
nnmigration. If an immigration policy
is to be pursned by the present Govern-
ment — and we have heard some talk
about it for nine months—if such a policy
iz put before Parliament and it does mnot
involve expenditure on labour 50 as to take
surplus labour off the market, then I say
we shall have some trouble with our
immigrants. If we sperd 1} millions
and send it direct to the London stock-
brokers, then I say we are not doing a
wise thing for the State; and although I
do not condemn the purchase of the
Midland Railway at the price, I say
emphatically that this is not the time to
buy it, and that we should wait for a
more favourable opportunity.

Hor. W. PATRICK (Central) : I bave
not hitherto trespassed to any extent on
the time of the Houee, and I intend to
In the
Governor's Speech we are told that—

The development in the mining, agricultural,

property. I have no objeclion to pur- | and pastoral industries has been of a sub-



22 Address-in-reply :

. stantial and gratifying natare, and there is
every indication of gimilar satisfactory
progreas in the future.

As regards the pastoral, agricultural, and
borticultural industries, no doubt very
great progress has been and is being
made; but £ do not at all agree with the
statement that satisfactory progress was
made during last year in the mining
industry, because I presume most
members will agree that the mining
industry in Western Australia is practi-
cally the gold-mining industry. Itseems
to me that our gold-mining industry
reached its highest level in 1903, [Hon,
T. F. O, Brimage: Let us hope not.]
Well, I am judging by the experience of
the last 18 months. The year 1904
showed a considerable falling off as
compared with 1903; and so far, 1905
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much larger than some of the Ministry,
while on tour through the State, told
us it would be. I think the Colonial
Becretary (Hon, J. M. Drew) stated at
Moonyoonooka that the amount returned
by the Commonwealth this year would be
about £200,000 less than it was last
year.

Tez CoroxiaL Secrerary: No; I re-
ferred to three years' figures,

Hox. W. PATRICK : Well, I under-

. stapd that the present Government have
. a right in deul with our finances only for

the peried in which they have been
governing this State. The actual estimate
of the revenue they expected to receive

+ from $the Commonwealth for the financial

shows no sign whatever of recovery. I

believe the actunal figures of the present
year till the end of June show that the
gold production of this State was slightly
less than for the same period in 1904. I
do not consider this at all a satisfactory
condition of our gold-mining industry.
It is well known to everyone that
‘Western Australia contains probably the
greatest gold-mining area in any part of
the globe ; and the opinion of men who are
capable of judging is that we are as vet
gimply on the threshold of its develop-
ment. [ therefore contend that there
must be some reason why this industry is
now stagnant. I donot pretend to kmow

the reason; but 1 think it is the duty of ' fuctorv that our revenue should be so

the Glovernment to try to discover why
there has not been a greater expansion.
S0 T do not at all agree with the state-
ment in the Speech that the progress of
this industry is satisfactory. The main
point to me in the Speech of the Governor
1s the statement that—

The finances of the State will require your
close attention. The revenue received,
although substantial in amount, has not been
sufficient. during the year just ended to meef
all the demands made upon it.

The result will be a deficit. Up to the
present, although we have, I believe, the
exact figures for our portion of the
Commonwealth revenue from customs
and excise, we have no statement of the
gross income and expenditure for the
State up to the 30th June. We know
that the proportion of the revenue col-

year ending the 80th June last was
£1,086,000. The actual amount they
did receive, according to the state-
ment of the Federal Treasurer, wus
just £10,000 less than this—a very small
difference indeed. And as a matter of
fact, thongh we have not the figures till
the 30th June, yet till the end of May, as
was pointed out by Mr. McKenzie at our
last sitting, the State revenue and the
Commonwealth revenvne combined were

. slightly in excess of the revenue for the

corresponding period of 1904. So I con-
sider the revenue receipts very satisfactory

. indeed. Seeing that in atime of supposed

depression, when our mining industry is
not expanding, and considering that such
industiies as the agricultural really pro-
duce no revenue, I think it is very satis-

large. Whereaslast yearitwas£3,630,000,
it is gratifying to know that the amount
ig probably about the same this year, I

' suppose there is no other place in the globe

. that.

lected by the Commonwealth is certainly

—1 say this without reservation--where
250,000 people can raise such a vevenue as
In referring to the finances, I
should like to draw members’ attention
to what the Premier said last year when
introducing the annual Estimates. On
page 1215 of Hansard, after quotiny the
revenue per head in the Australasian
States, he said:—

It will be seen from these figures that the
actual annual revenua per head in Wegtern
Anstralia amounts to close upon one-fourth of
the gross indebtedness per head of the State,
#hilst of the other States quoted there is not
one in which the proportion of revenue per
head to debt is more than une-seventh.

Under these circumstances, it secms to
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me that instead of talking about in- °

cressing tazation there would be more
gense in talking of decreasing taxation.
Again, on page 1220 of Hansard, refer-
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propose tazation which they say is

~ specially exempt in Western Australia,

ring to the small deficit of about £50,000,

the Premier said:—

My feelings on the subject are considersbly
modified by the conviction that this deficit on
paper need never become a reality.

In reference to the suggestion that uddi-
tional taxation might have been proposed,

" line.

In reference to the purchase of the Mid-
land Railway, T am not altogether at one
with Mr. Maley. I do not know the con-
dition of the land along the GreatSouthern
Mr. Maley no doubt knows a great
deal more about the land there than I do;
still I think he has taken too pessimistic
a view of the settlers along that line. I

' do not for one moment think that if the

he said farther, as reported on the same .

page :—

The people of the State are entitled to de-
mand that before farther demands are made
upon their pockets, it shall be indisputably
demonstrated that the best possible use is
made of the revenue already collected.

Assuming that taxation is required, al-
though I do not think it is required, the
Treasurer proposes what he calls a small
measure of taxation; a tax on the noim-
proved value of land, and an income tax.
It appears that the West Australian
Government in London and the West
Australian Government in Western Aus-
tralis speak in different voices. In a
very able pamphlet issued by the Agent
General, I presume under instructions
from the Government, at least with the
approval of the Government, as aun in-
ducement for settlement in Western Ans-
tralia, on page 16 it is stated, inler alia,
that Western Australia has no income
tax and no land tax; and on page 18, in
giving a summary of the advantages to
people emigrating from the old country
or anywhere else to Western Australia,
the statement is made, and it is put in
capital letters so that there can bhe no
mistake whatever made about it, that
there is a steadily increasing revenue, and
there is no income tax and no land tax.

Hon. M. L. Moss : They will have to
publish a second edition of that.

Ho~n. W. PATRICK : I do not know.
My colleague (Mr. Thomson) asks, was
it not true at the time? It is practically
true at the present moment, and I think
in all probability it will be true 12 months
hence. Here is a documnent issued by the
Agent General of the Government of
‘Western Australia, that is thrown hroad-
cast over Great Britain, and rightly so
because it is a splendid little book ; butis
it not stultifying the Governinent— it has
not been withdrawn—to issue u pamphlet

'
|

Midland Railway lands were thrown
open next week, there is any danger of
drawing settlers from along the Great
Southern line to take up land along the
Midland line. I say without hesitation,
it is a calamity for Western Australia
that there are several willion acres of
the best land of the State lying idle
because the land is now in the hands of
a company.

Horv. W, Marey: The Government
bave millions of acres of idle land and
they are doing notbing with it.

Horw. W, PATRICK: The Govern-
went, according to the statement of their
officers which I do not think ean be very
well disputed, say that all the wvailable
land witbin a certain distance of the
railways has already been taken up.

Hon. M. L. Moss: It is a poer look-
out for the State if that is true.

Hown. G. BerringEam: Let us build
more railways then.

Hox. W.PATRICK : There is a great
deal of valuable land alongside the Mid.
land Railway line.

Hox. W. MaLEY: The best of it bas
been sold.

Hon. W, PATRICK: Many people
cannot buy, and they do mnot feel very
comfortable. In reference to this matter,
I do not think any member should make
up his mind either for the purchase or
against il until he has had the full infor-
mation placed before him; that is my
attitude towards it. Assuming the rail-
way and the land are worth the money
proposed to be paid, I shall vote for the
purchase of the railway.

How, W. MarLY: Suppose you can do
better with the money ?

Hown. W. PATRICK : If it is worth
the money it should not increase the
tazation of the State one sixpence. There
are a great many proposals in the Speech,
and some of them require more money

of this kind, and at the same time to | than I think the State can afford at the
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present time; but there are one or two
questions of great importance, and one
of them ias contained in the paragraph
which says:—

To ascertain the wishes of the people in re-
gard to the retention, or otherwise, of the
bi-cameral system of Legislature, my Ministers
will introduce a Bill providing for the reference
of this question to the electors, with an alter-
native question upon the franchise of the
Second Chamber if retained.

This referendum business I do not at all
approve of. There is only oune country
of any importance where the referendum
is resorted to, and that is the republic
of Switzerland, and in that country it is
not used as an expedient on the part of
the Government to get rid of their ve-
sponsibility, buf is part of the consti-
tution. It is a most extraordinary
constitution, and I venture to think if
the members of the Government o
Western Australia and their supporters
were to study the constitution of the
republic of Switzerland, they would have
nothing to do with the referendum.
There 15 no parallel at all between Swit-
zerland apd Australia. In Switzerland
there are Germans, Italians, and French,
and various other different races with
different languages, different opinions
and ideas, who are bound together more
for the purpose of defending themselves
from the surrounding countries. They
have a most complicated system of gov-
ernwent in that country. The executive
does not resign when it loses the con-
fidence of Parliament; and Parliament
does not dissolve when the people reject
its measures through the referendum;
and when Parliament does dissolve, the
electors as a rule send back to Parlinment
the people whose measures they had
previously rejected. In some places
members have been returned for 17 or 18
years. [How. J. A. TroMsoN: Are the
members paid #]  Yes; they pay their
members very handsomely; £450 a year.
Referring to the bi.cawmeral system, T
would like to know if anyoue can point
out one civilised country in the world
where there is Parliamentary Govero-
ment az we have it, where there is noi the
bi-cameral system. There is not one that
we treat as a civilised country. [How. J.
A.Taomeon: What about Canada?] In
Canada there are a number of provinces
that are formed into what is known as the
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Dominion of Canada. Some provinces
have the bi-cameral system, and scme
have a single legislature ; but you cannot
compare the Dominion of Canada with
the Commonwealth of Australia. The
Coustitution of the Commonwealth of
Australia was copied almost entirely, and
except that it is more liberal in some
particnlars, from the Constitution of the
United States. Every State in the
United States of America has two Cham-
bers. The difference between Canada
and the Commonwealth of Australia is
that in tbe Canadian Dominion the
central Government practically stands in
the sawe relation to the provimcial Gov-
ernment as this House stands to the
Lower House. Every measure passed by
the provineial legislatures of Canada is
liable to be vetoed by the central Gov-
ernment. [Howx. M. L. Moss: They
have done it repeatedly. Then the
Canadian provinces are not represeated as
we are by a Governor who is responsible
to the Crown. They have what are called
Lieutenant-Governors whe are respon-
sible to the Governor-General, and every
measuve passed in the provincial Legisla-
tures is sent to the central Government
in Ottawa. According to ope of the
constitutional lawyers of Canada—-Blake
I think—the provinces of the Dominion
of Canada have merely extended muni-
cipal powers ; so that we cannot compare
the system of government in Canada
with the system of government in
Australia. Farther, Cunadais a2 warning
to Australia. There have been several
cuses which I might mention. An in.
stance cropped up a few years ago when
the Dowminion Government refused to
pass legislation in regard to the schools
that had been passed by the Nova Scolia
Governument. Supposing the Upper
House here were abolished; the same
thing would necessarily follow. We
would abolish our Goveraor, we would
have nodirect representation to the Crown,
and to a still greater extent we would be
under the heel of the Federal Government.
As far as T am concerned, I think
the Federal Government have sufficient
powey already for the destinies of this
State; and if there is one duty which
presses more than another on the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia it isto protect
the full mensure of liberty we have at the
present time, and to fight every propusal
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for reducing or curtailing the powers of
Western Australia in relation to the
Commonwealth Government. Referring
next to State hotels, I am opposed to that
principle entirely. I think there is suffi-

experiment made at Gwalia, to prevent
any extension in that direction. I have
never visited Gwalia, but I believe the
State hotel there is 1 magnificent build-
ing, well conducted, and very comfortable.
The report of the Auditor (General shows
that up to the end of the previous financial
year the effect of carrying on that expe-
riment at Gwalia was that the profit
was barely 6 per cent. on the total
outlay, and that no allowance was
made for insurance or for deprecia-
tion on buildings and furniture. I think
that from a commercial point of view this
result of the experiment is a sufficient
condemnation to prevent auny farther
extension in State hotels ; and I should
be sorry for the old men in this State
who had to depend for their pensions on
the profits received from State hotels.
If all business men conduet their business
properly and wisely they should make a
profit, and if they fail to make a profit
there must be something wrong in the
management ; so 1 say the result obtained
already shows that we have no right
to experiment farther in State hotels.
But apart from that, I am entirely
opposed to the Government engaging
in the traffic of selling liquor. It
appears to me to be infra dig. on the
part of a Government to do it. Im
regard to old age pensions which are
mentioned in the Speech, I am in favour
of the principle, but I see that the
Federal Government have in their pro-
gramme a proposal to introduce a scheme
of old age pensions under Federal
management ; therefore I think it would
be much better that this should be so,
than to have an attompt made by the
State Government to provide here a
gystem of old age penstons. A State
system of pensions would never be satis-
factory, seeing that so many people are
continally migrating from one State to
another. QOne matter that is entirely
ignored in the Speech, and one that
appears to me to be the most important
that could be dealt with, is that of a
proper system of immigration. The ques.
tion is not mentioned in the Governor's
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Speech, yet we know that towards the
end of last session ome of the subjects
which caused perhaps more stir than any
other, and gave probably more support to

' the Government, was a proposal to
cient reason, from the result of the !

initiate a system of immigration for bring-
ing people to this State. In my opinion,
the Government at that time were saved
by their proposal to initiate an energetic
system of immigration for increasing our
population. Amn important Royal Com-
misgion was appointed to deal with the
question of iemigration, though I think it
was a. waste of money. Some progress
reports ought to have been received by
this time from that Commission, yet no
reference is made to the subject in the
Speech. It does seem to me to have been
a wagte of money to appoint a Commis-
sion for dealing with such questions as
the ideal milk that should be produced
and the rainfall in different parts of
the State, for I think all such informa-
tion could have been obtained without
the waste of wmouey that has taken
place in the inquiry by this Royal Com-
igsion. There is no doubt that the
question of immigration is the most
impertant question now in front of the
people of this State, and in the whole of
Australia; for it is absurd to think that
this great continent of three million
square wmiles js going to be exploited for
all time by a handful of people scattered
along the seaboard; and it is pre-
posterous to expect that 975,000 square
miles of country is going to be mono-
polished by 250,000 people in Western
Australia, with an increase of only some
ten or fifteen thousand people a year.
Means must be adopted to bring people
to these shores, so that Australia may be
in a position before many years to speak
with the enemies at her gate. The two
things chiefly wanted in Western Auos-
tralia are men and money, money and
Tien.

Hown. J. W. LANGSFORD (Metro-
politan-Suburban) : I should like to
congratulate this House on the honour it
has doue itself in electing Mr. Briggs to
the position of Acting President; and I
am sure that in this capacity he will be
as impartial as he has been in the office
of Chairman of Committees. He is
always ready to assist new members
with his advice while they are paining
parliamentary experience. The pro-
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gramme set forth in His Excellency's
Speech is somewhat daring; and just at
this juncture it is difficult to say how
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much of that programme will be pro-

ceeded with during the coming months,

or whether any of it will be dealt with, :

or whether the whole programme will be
set aside and a completely new pro-

gramme submitted for our consideration. .

The ship of State, as has been said, is at
present in dock: I am not quite certain

dock, but probably the
days will determine that.
gramme comsists of many railway
proposals. We have the proposed
purchase of the Midland Railway
and lands; we have the proposed
construction of a railway from Port
Hedland to Nullagive; we have the pro-
posed extension of the Narrogin and
Jandakot railways; and we have the
proposed railway extension from Cool-
gardie to Norseman. These are projects
of the first importance, and there are
many other measures of prime importance
mentioned in the Speech. While the
expenditure is proposed to be maintained,
we are reminded more than once in the
Governor’s Speech that the revenue is
diminishing; so that at first sight one
can bardly understand how all these
schemes for expenditure ure to be financed
in view of the diminishing revenue. In
regard to the developments which are
taking place in the agricultural portions
of the State, I should like to say how
much T appreciate the hard work which
the leader of this House has put into his
department during the 12 months he has
been in office.  The lectures which have
been arranged by bhis department for
delivery in this State have been of great
interest to the people; and I am only
gorry that one of these lectures which
was announced to be given in Perth
under the auspices of the Lands Depart-
ment did not come off. I remember that
8. few months ago Perth was placarded
with the announcement that a lecture
was to be given in tha Queen’s Hall by
the lecturer of the department, and the

next few

then Minister for Lands was to take the '

chair, The placard stated that there
were millions of acres lying ready for
settlement and for purchase. Buton the
day that the lecture was to be given a
farther abnouncement was made that,
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owing to the illness of the lecturer, it
could not be given; and I regret to say
that the lecture has not been pgiven
gince. I had an ides that the Minister
might himeelf have stepped into the
breach aud given a lecture on a subject in
regard to which the people were anxzious
to hear anything new that could be said,
for the hon. gentleman should be well
qualified to let ug know more about the

. agricultural resources of this great State.
whether it is a graving dock or a floating .

The pro- -

‘We have been reminded in the Speech of
the deficiency in the revenue; and it has
been suggested ihat we ought to have
known by this date, 11th July, what is
the extent of the deficiency for the past
fivancial year. I do not know whether
it is customary to hold back the figures
at the close of the year, but the returns
for previcus months were made public
within a day or two after the month closed.
It may be that a little latitude is re-
quired to present the result for the whole
year after it has closed ; but I think that
even so, we should by this time have had
information to show were the leakage is
and why the deficiency has arisen. T do
not propose to deal with the whole of the
items in the programme, but there'ave
one or two others I must refer to. The
proposal to have a referendum of the
people is one which needs grave con.
sideration. It seems to me to look like
an invitation to this Chamber and to the
Asgsembly Chamber to shift the responsi-
bility of government off Parliament on to
the people; for if we are to take a
referendum on one question as to the
continuance of two Houses of Parlia-
ment, why not take a referendum on
several other questions which might be
mentioned. Why not, for instance, take
a referendum on the number of members
who shall compose the Legislature, or on
the question of how much salary members
should receive, or how many Ministers
should form a Government? There are
hundreds of other subjects on which a
referendum might be taken, if we are to
admit the principle of a referendum at all.
It seems to me to be an invitation to get
rid of a responsibility, a responsibility we
ought to take in these Houses of Parlia-
ment. Outside these walls there seems
to be a number—TI do not know whether it
isa very big number or not, butoften these
pecple speak with a loud voice, and we
may sometimes be misled to think that
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the voice may be taken for a very largs ! support the motion for the adoption of
number—who are crying out for the | the Address-in-Reply.

destruction of the Legislative Counecil;
but there are men of sound judgment
that we meet every day who regard the
Legislative Council as the sheet anchor of
Legislature in Western Australia. Before
we can pass a Bill sending this measure
to the people, it must merit from this
House very grave and earnest considera-
tion. While thinking of that aspect of
the question I notice a phrase is used in
the Speech—

With an alterpative question upon the
franchise of the second Chamber if retained.

I have looked carefully through the
Coonstitution Aects of this State, and I
can find no reference to a second Chamber
at all. Now in this Speech I think we
should have a proper term applied to the
Legislative Council. There isa tendency
to epeak in other than proper terms in
regard to this Chamber, and I resent it.
In the Governor’s Speech I think we
ghould have a proper term applied to this
Legislative Council. I agree with Mr.
Patrick that it would be better to wait
until the Commission appointed by the
Federal Government, and which is sit.
ting, on the old age peosions has
reported ; but it isa matter which must
commend itself to our judgment that
those who work in the State for a long
term of years, no matter in what capacity,
should bave some claim in their declining
years, if il is necessary, on the State for
their maintenance.- I hope that when
this is introduced it will not be looked
upon in any sense as a charity. If we
give this assistance to the old people it
must be given as some kind of reward
for the services which they have rendered
in some degree or another to the State;
but X cannot overlook the fact that every
systew of this kind diminishes the old-
fashioned feeling which used to obtain in
many places, and which I believe obtains
in many families to-day, that the fathers
and mothers should look after the boys
and girls while they are young, and that
if necessary, when the old people are
unable to work, the boys and girls who
have grown up then should look afier
and provide for them. Any system of
State compensation must to some ex-
tent lessen that old and kindly feeling.
I have uothing farther to say. I begto

]
1

How. T. F. O. BRIMAGE (South): I
regret with other members that our
President, while he was away on his
holidays, has become indisposed, and I
trust his health will be soon restored. I
likewise wish to congratulate you, Mr.
Acting President, ou the position you
have received at the hands of the Coun-
eil. I cannot help thinking that the
Government are somewhat indiscreet in
starting the Speech with plain facts
regarding the finances of the State, and
stating that these will require our close
attention. I thiok itis unwiseto advertise
the fact that we are spending more than
we are receiving. We do pot do our-
selves any good. If the Government
have been extravagunt and have not
managed the State properly so as to run
it within bounds, I do not think it is wise
to advertise it in the Governor’s Speech,
as hag been done. I do not intend to
speak to each item in the Governor’s
Speech, but will go straight on to mining,
ug it is to my mind one of the greatest
industries in this State. I can only say
that I am surprised nothing has been put
in the Speech with regard to the cheapen-
ing of the water supply on the goldfields,
or the nationalisation of that scheme.
Ever since the acheme was introduced to
Parliament, aud since its adwinistraiion,
I have always felt that the goldfields
have been unduly taxed in having the
scheme practically debited to the Eastern
Goldfields. I think a work of this kind
should be nationalised. [How. J. W,
Haceerr: Soitis.] Itis not. We are
tuzed too heavily for that; we are taxed
to the highest possible limit, so high that
we cannot be taxed any higher because
we could not pay it. Had it been a
national matter I feel sure that the
scheme would have done the good service
to the country that it has done, and that
the cheaper rate at which the water could
have been sold to the people on the
Eastern Goldfields would have necessi-
tated the using of a greater supply.
There is one great fear we have to look
at on the goldfields—a number of mines
in the backblocks are only being worked
to water level. This is serious; because
miners out there work out the reefs to
water level and have not the funds to pro-
ceed below that level. I notice that the
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Government are going in for a scheme of
financing prospectors,and I trust that they
will look seriously into the wmatter and
assist prospectors to go below water
level. It is all very well to go in for
State batteries and for machinery for
treating the ore, but the Government
will have to go a little farther if they
wish to make this State a great mining
country and enable vs to maintaio our
output. As 1 say, miners outback are
not wealthy encugh to go below water
level; and those conuected with mining
know that the expense only starts when
water level is reached. I congratulate
the Government that they are going in
for financing prospectors. I think it
will be the means of opening up mines
and fixing the industry as one of the
great industries of the State, which it is.
The mine managers on the fields have
put in an application to pay lower wages.
If wages are lowered on the fields it
means farther distress there than we
have at present. I certainly think the
wages the men are getting there are only
just sufficient to live on. If wages are
lowered, then railway rates must come
down, and water rates. I trust there
will be no trouble in the matter. I do
not fear any trouble. I think that the
Arbitration Act will sulve the matter. T
must say that the Eastern Goldfields
have suffered considerably from the
differential rates on the railways. I
have not had time to peruse the new
rate-book that the Comwmissioner has
issued; but I trust he has lowered the
rates considerably on the necessities of
life. If wages are to be lowered, there
is no doubt miners will find it very
difficult to live. Mr. McKenzie, in mov-
ing the adoption of the Address-in-Reply,
mentioned about our local papers not
advertising mining sufficiently. I must
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congratulate one paper in Perth for :

having teken up this matter lately.
I think the mining industry in this

State being such an important one, it

would not be out of place if the Govern-
ment considered the reasonableness of
subsidising the local papers. I do not
know very much about the Press, but as

we are spending a considerable amount

of money in advertising land and agri-

culture and that sort of thing, a few .

judicious pounds spent on advertising
mining would do a considerable amount
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of good. There are plenty of people in
Perth who know nothing about the
Eastern Goldfields, and I think that is
to be regretted. Certainly one of the
papere here is now giving a special sheet
to mining. It has a reporter on the fields
and is going to a considerable amount of
trouble in getting data to Pertb. I think
that since this has occurred the financial
papers at howe, particularly the mining
papers, are taking this up, und copying the
records given in the Perth paper. I now
come to the Midland Railway, and I regret
that the amount has been put in the
Governor's Speech. They might have
omitted that for the present, Without
reading the reports on the matter, [ say
offhand I am not prepared to support the
purchase of the Midland Railway for
£1,500,000. I was one of the members
appeinted by this Hounse on the select com-
mitiee to look into the Midland Railway,
and the essence of that committee’s report
was that the railway was in a very bad
condition. We had evidence that the
sleepers were ant.eaten, that the rail
couplings were not properly bolted, that
the dog spikes were all loose, that there
were many other defects, that the engines
were out of repair, and in fact that the
railway was run more like a contractor's
train than an ordinary railway doin

business in the State. [How. J. W,
Haceerr: When did that committee
report ]  The committee sat in 1901.
We also took evidence at that time about
the sanitary condition of the stations, and
it was ghown that the stations along the
route were not by any means in good
condition. There has been great talk
about the very valuable land along the
line. If that land is valuable, and the
company does not use it, it cannot carry
those acres away to India or South Africa
and grow potatoes or wheat. The land
must be still in the country, and I do not
think the company is going to leave it
there for ever without either selling it or
cultivating it. The company may do so,
but even if it does, I do not see that
there is going to be any great loss to the
country while we have so many acres
open for cultivation at the present time.
Farthermore, the Cue goldfields are
growing considerably. There is a new
field opened at Black Range, and a great
many centres are opening out that way.
There is little doubt that the Government
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will have to build a line sooner or later,
and for the purpose of these goldfields I
think it would be a wise thing to connect
Goomalling and Yalgoo by rail. Then
the Government would open up their own

{11 Jriy, 1905.]

lands; and I have'it on the evidence of |

men who know, there are gentlemen in
this House who know, that there are
good lands between Goomalling and
Yalgoo. The cost of that line—I went
into these figures, too, with a contractor
in this town—would be something like
£600,000. {Hon.J. W. Hackerr: What
is the raiofall?] From 12 to 20 inches.
I have it on the evidence of people who
live there, and who have been through
the district.
build that line and thoroughly equip it
than to spend £1,500,000 on the Midland
Railway. It would turn the Goomalling
line into a payable one, and I do not
think it pays at the present time, although
it is a very necessary line. Either that
or the Newcastle line—-I do not mind
from which end it starts; but I say it
would be better in the interests of this
country to construct a new line than to
buy this old worn-out business of the
Midland Railway. I notice in the papers
& lot of letters advecating the purchase
of this line, and of course there are a few
not approving of it; but I know that the
Goverument were offered that line in 1801
for £1,000,000. [TrE CoLoNI1AsL SECEE-
TaRY : Through whom ?]  Through Mr.
R. 8. Haynes, of Perth,and I was with him

at the time. He was a member of this
Chamber. Mr. Rotherhamn also was
present. I know that what I am

stating i3 a fact. I was, I repeat, with
Mr. Haynes at the time; and if the line
could be offered for that price at that
time, I do not see why we should pay
£1,500,000 vow. To-day I was with &
gentleman in town who stated that he
could have purchased it for £1,280,000.
That gentleman is Mr. IDlingworth. Yet
to-day we are asked to pay £1,500,000.
No doubt the land of the Midland Rail-
way is rising in price very quickly, while
the line is bearing up; but I cannot see
anything to justify the Government in
paying £1,500,000. I may be startled
by the facts that they intend to give us,
but I do not think so. Anyhow,asa
member of Parliament and one who
represents the people, I think the money
can be better expended elsewhere. I
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would prefer to see¢ it put into the Agri-
cultural Bank, The priceis too big for the
value to be received. I bhave nothing
farther to say on the matter. I trusi we
will not be kept in ignorunce long re-
garding this. I think that mewmbers
of Parliament out of session are kept
too much in the dark as to what
the Government are doing, and that when
they inquire of Ministers, some idea

. ghould be given them of what is going

on. I knew certain things about the
Midland Company and I wanted to find
out what was doing, but, like all people

* outside the four or five Ministers, I was

Anyhow, it is better to

kept in the dark. Anyhow, I say here
that the line was offered in 1901 for
£1,000,000, and I have as witness a
K.C. in this town, and there is another
witnesa that it was offered for
£1,280,000,

On motion by How. V. HaMERSLEY,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 623 o'clock,
uuntil the next day.

Legislative FAgsembly,
Tuesday, 11th July, 1965,

ng
Electmn Eatum, Ministerinl ...

m 'lewny und Laonds Purchn.se Oorrea

péud
Questions : ‘D’nhenlthy “Position of Title Deeds

Ofice “
Victoria I’uk Trame, Qettificate’
Railwny Permits for Timber Aress
Sessional ara, Sitting.days, ete. ...
Comimittees of the Session ~ ...
Statement : Deflcit of lnst year, amonnt ..,
Add.ress-ln Re 1y, debate resumed Amendment

Adjournment. of House, divigion

Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
3'30 o’clock p.m.

PrayERS.

ELECTION RETURN, MINISTERIAL.

The CLERK reported the return of writ
for the Leonora electorate, the Hon. P. J,



